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Tage merit ET, Burler, as 4 writer, is ſo⸗ well and 
juſtly eſtabliſhed, chat, to recommend the Wor x 


here ed nothing more will, I preſume, be ne- 


ceſfary, than to aſcertain its originality, and prove 
| that it is the genuine — * the perſon to 


— whom it is aſcribed. 


. The manuſcripts, from which it is intended to be | 
printed, appear, at firſt highs, n de undoubted ann 


nals, having all the neceffary attendant circumſtances 
__ of alterations, interlineations, Sc. and I find the ſame + 
copy ſeveral times tranſcribed, with variations and 


emendations. That they are Butler's hand- writing 


is evident from driginal letters, ſigned with his own | 


name, which I find among his papers. I might add 


the internal evidence ariſing from the peculiar vein an 
uncommon turn of wit of an Author ſo ſingular in his 


manner. But as theſe are arguments, which muſt de- 


pend upon a previous ſuppoſition of my own judg- 


ment and integrity, which I have no right to expect 

the world ſhould compliment me with, I lay no de- 

Cilive ſtreſs upon them, and proceed to proof of another 
Kind, which will put the matter out of all diſpute. 


e . has already been informed, in the life 
of Butler, prefixed to all rhe later editions of Hudibras, 
that he was buried at the charge of his good friend Mr. 
W. Longueville of the Temple; and that his golden 
remains, as they are juſtly called, became the property 
of that gentleman, which the life-writer heartily wiſhes 
he could have gratified the world with, and laments his nol 

_— interejt to Procure them. 


Upon his deceaſe oy fel into the 1 of his 
ſon, the late Charles Longueville, Eſq; who preſerved 
them with the ſame care and caution, and, dying ſome 
years ago, bequeathed them, together with 2 
erable 


wy 


adds © — 
to their al 
their authenticity, has favoured me with 
to inſert the following certificate : 


"58 ca. . 


oy and were bequeathed to me by the * e 


groundleſs prejudice againſt theſe papers, by forming 
QZ judgment of them from thoſe already publiſhed un- 
der the title of Butler's Remains, I muſt, in juſtice to 
the author, as well as myſelf, declare, that 4 have the 
| ſtrongeſt reaſons to believe thoſe called Butler's Remains 8 
all ſpurious, except one copy of verſes, and three . 
| pieces, and that theſe too are incorrectly and ey 55 
| | Printed. To perſons acquainted with Butler's manner, 
the ſlighteſt examination will be proof enough. To 
ſatisfy others, it is neceſſary to inke 
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work, I have a large collection of the author's, both 


common: place, or magazine, not of tranſcripts from 
other writers, but of thoughts of his own on various 


R "il * * 


under different heads, as religion, government, law, love, 


ication z — += 


Ne dow. halo cuties ef SA 
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Nov 20, * 8 CE.“ 


That the public may not be led into a fall Fw - 


orm them, that be- 
ſides the manuſcripts, which furniſh out the preſent 


in verſe and proſe, which one may call a kind of 


ſubjects, as they occurred to him. Theſe are ranged 


&c. &c. and in them I find the traces and ground- 
work of his Hudibras, and all other his genuine pieces, 
As theſe, at preſent, very happily ſerve for a criterion | 
of what is genuine and ſpurious, and vindicate the 


author's memory from the imputation of ſo much 


wretched + 


will, fome time, or'other, furniſh Hh matter for a 
new edition of | 
himſelf. 1 — diſcovered, by them, nume- 
rous miſtakes of former annotators, and found that 
many paſſag s, hitherto inex plicable, will be cleared 
up by the 

hereaſter. At preſent I have only to add, — = 

Work ſhall be printed with the utmoſt juſtice, both to 
the author and the public; and — though it will 

be neceſſary to add ſome explanatory notes, chiefly to 

bis poetica ** they tha * as * and as * . 
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en has been fathered „* ſo they | 


with illuſtrations by the poet 


bc RE ces i A; but of ths | 


E OTHYER. 
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